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Nativity of Christ 2021

Thursday, January 7, 2021
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

Gal. 4:4-7

Mathew 2:1-12
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The Nativity
of our Lord Jesus Christ

Calendar of Events for the week of January 7th:
Friday
- Council of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Saturday
- Holy Day of St. Stephen the First Martyr,
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
- 9:00 a.m., Ukrainian School
Sunday
- 8:30 a.m., English Divine Liturgy
- 10:30 a.m., Ukrainian Divine Liturgy
*******

May God’s blessings be upon our sick and elderly parishioners at home in hospitals
and nursing homes, who are unable to attend this morning’s Liturgy. We also greet all
our students who are away at college and all parishioners who are not with us in church.
May they all feel His presence and comfort on this Christmas Day and the spirit of
Christmas abide with them throughout the year.
*******

The parish clergy and Board of Trustees thank all parishioners and supporters of
our St. Vladimir Parish family for their continued financial support during this pandemic.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated and especially now during these difficult
and trying times.

*******
Sincere thanks thank you to everyone who worked so very hard making pyrohy during
this busy Christmas season. We especially thank Lusia Leszczuk, Tamara Host and Alex Pihuliak
for their leadership. May God’s and the New Born King Jesus Christ blessings be upon all of you.
The Pyrohy Group will resume working in February.
*******

We greet everyone in our parish who celebrated Birthdays, Anniversaries, Name Days in
January. May God grant you good health, and much happiness for many blessed years!
*******

In 2024 our parish community will be celebrated a great milestone, the 100th Anniversary
of the Parish. A committee is being formed to lay plans for a multifaceted celebration. All
interested faithful are welcome to join the committee. Please contact Serhij Nahornij, our parish
board president to volunteer.
*******
Are your 2020 parish dues paid?
Please check in the parish office if you have any questions.
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Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Chrystos Rozdayetsia!
Slavite Yoho!
My Beloved Parishioners, Your Families and all Visitors to our Cathedral!
During every Christmas Eve service, the first melody sung by the choir is “Znamy Boh” - “God is with us,
understand all you people”. They are beautiful and powerful words found in St. Matthew’s Gospel 1:23
“Behold, the Virgin will conceive and bear a son,
And his name shall be called Emmanuel, which means “God with us.”
The same words are found in the Book of Isaiah 7:14 of the Old Testament “God is with us.”
What profound words, especially during this world-wide pandemic which has
inflicted such pain and suffering on so many people. We continue to pray
for those who are ill and for the health care workers. But let us take to heart
the words of the Lord:
“Fear not for I am with you. Do not go astray for I am
your
God who strengthens you; and I will help and secure you
with my right hand.” Isaiah 41:10
Fear not for God is with us and we will overcome this present virus
which can hurt our bodies but in no way our souls.
Scripture tells us that “God is Love” (1 John: 4:7) and Christmas
shows us that Love by the Birth of Our Lord God & Savior Jesus Christ. The
beautiful carol “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, which means “God is with us” is a reminder that God’s
promise was fulfilled in that “Little Town of Bethlehem”.
On this glorious Feast Day, on behalf of Pani Matka Mary Anne and myself, I sincerely greet His
Eminence Metropolitan Antony and His Eminence Archbishop Daniel. I also greet Fr. Michael, Pani Matka
Anna, Fr. Roman, Pani Matka Lesia, Protodeacon Ihor & Pani Matka Iryna and their families, our Board of
Trustees, parish choirs, director and cantors, altar servers and brothers & sisters, benefactors, parish
organizations and schools, dedicated parish staff, my beloved parishioners and their families and all visitors
and supporters of St. Vladimir Cathedral. We also most sincerely greet and thank all those volunteers who,
every Sunday since June, have made our church building safe for worship. Truly they show their love and
dedication to our St. Vladimir parish family.
As we begin a new year – 2021 – we invite all our parishioners who have no underlying health
conditions to return to worship regularly on Sundays. To our knowledge, no one has become ill from
attending our Liturgies. If we feel the need to go grocery shopping for food for the body, we must also
return to worshipping Our Lord in church to receive food for the soul – Holy Communion. This is especially
needed for our youth.
As always, if I can be of assistance in any way, please contact me.
May Our Loving & Almighty God bless you all on this Holy Christmas Day and throughout the New
Year. May we celebrate this season with joy in our homes, peace in the world and love in our hearts.

Christ is Born! Chrystos Rozdayetsia!
-

Fr. John, Pastor

*******
Thank you
To those, who change lights in the church.
To those, who painted the back wall of the choir loft.
To those who set up and decorated the Christmas trees and arranged the poinsettias
in Church for the Holy days.
May the Almighty God bless you and your families.
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Peace Light Arrived at St. Vladimir Cathedral
December 19th, the Peace Light from the Church of the Nativity of Our Lord
in Bethlehem was brought to our parish by Ukrainian Plast Scouts. Once again, it
shines brightly in a red votive candle on the tetrapod of our Church and will continue
to burn until after Theophany. It brings us closer, in spirit, to the Holy City of
Bethlehem, where the True Light of the World – Christ – was born.
*******

Please remember that, because of the joy of the Nativity, there is NO kneeling in church
from January 7th until Epiphany, January 19th, following the Liturgy.
*******
Our parish has hundreds of members, many of them elderly. There are also many new
arrivals from Ukraine who consider St. Vladimir’s their spiritual home. Although they attend
services regularly, they are not registered members.
*******

The clergy always takes special interest in visiting those who are sick in the hospitals and
nursing homes. However, to properly attend to their spiritual needs, the clergy must be notified
when a member of your family is hospitalized. Do not rely on the hospital to notify the
clergy. Regrettably because of the large number of elderly members, it is not possible to keep in
constant contact with everyone. Therefore, if you would like a priest to make a home visit, please
call the clergy directly.
*******

Pani Matka Mary Anne and I most sincerely thank all our parishioners who remembered us at
Christmas with so many cards, gifts and words of encouragement and support. It is truly
appreciated! May God bless you all for the love and kindness that you have shown to us, not
only during the Christmas season but throughout the entire year.
- Fr. John
*******

“Our heartfelt THANK YOU to all who remembered us during this Nativity with
cards, greetings and gifts. May God bless you for your thoughtfulness.
- Fr. Michael, Pani Matka Anna, Julia & Peter”
*******

Please Read Carefully!
During the course of a year, it is unfortunate that many priests have difficulty with their parishioners
because the faithful appear to be uninformed about the teachings of the Orthodox Church and,
subsequently, blame the clergy for being uncooperative in assisting in their family’s needs. Many conflicts
arise over issues regarding the Sacraments that the clergy MUST adhere to. To help avoid
misunderstandings, please note:
~~ Baptism. One of the two Godparents must be a practicing Orthodox Christian. This does not mean
that they must simply pay dues to a parish but, rather, that they attend Liturgy on a regular basis and
receive the Sacraments of Holy Confession and Communion at least once a year. The second
sponsor must be a Christian, Baptized in the Name of the Holy Trinity. The child must also have an
Orthodox Saint’s name. It could be the middle name.
~~ Marriage. The Orthodox Church recognizes only marriages performed in the Orthodox Church. If a
marriage is performed outside of the Church, the couple must have a marriage performed in the Orthodox
Church if they want to remain practicing Orthodox Christians who are permitted to receive the
Sacraments. There is no service to bless a wedding not performed in the church building. Also remember
that there are 4 lenten periods throughout the year when marriages are not performed. Always contact
the clergy before renting a hall for a reception.
~~ Funerals. The Orthodox Church does not believe in cremation. There is no Church funeral for those
desiring to be cremated. A memorial service may be conducted in the funeral home but with the body
present, not the ashes.
For more information regarding these or other issues, please contact the clergy. They are more than willing
to help you resolve difficult situations, according to our Church’s teachings.
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All Saints Camp Booster Club 2021 - Lucky Calendars
Consider supporting All Saints Camp and become a member of the
ASC Booster Club!
Booster Club Members receive:
-An official membership number valid 1/1/2021-12/31/2021…
-A 2021 Lucky Calendar - 365 opportunities to win daily prizes!...
-Special offers & information about ASC throughout the year…
Booster Club Membership is $25 and this year, you can
become a member while maintaining social distance!
Payment options now include Venmo (@Christy-Bohuslawsky-Brown),
PayPal(Christina Bohuslawsky-Brown), credit card, cash, or check.
Please contact Christy Bohuslawsky-Brown for membership
application/Lucky Calendars and questions! 216-287-9166 or
cmv.brown.1@gmail.com
*******

During the Nativity Season, please greet one another
with our traditional Orthodox greeting:
Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
Chrystos Rozdayetsya!
Slavite Yoho!
*******

T. Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies sincerely wishes a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to the school students,
teachers, parents, clergy and parishioners of St. Vladimir's
Cathedral, and the whole Ukrainian Community of Greater
Cleveland. From the bottom of our hearts, we wish you
happiness, good health, peace, harmony, and success in all
your endeavors.
Christ is born! Glorify Him!
*******

During this time of the COVID-19, we are praying for our St. Vladimir
Healthcare Workers. Під час корона вірусу ми молимося за медичних працівників
нашої парафії: Taras, Natalia, William, Michael, Christy, Christina, Iryna, Tanya,
Patience, Andriy, Donna, Anna, Anna, Laura, Morgan, Natalia, Jennifer, Stephen,
Ivanka, Christina, Nadya, Nichole, Yaroslav, Melanie, Larissa, Kevin, Jamie, Tina,
Dana, Caite, Samantha, Tanya, Fay.
*******
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ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ!

MEMORY ETERNAL!

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will
fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff,
they comfort me. Surely Your goodness and love will follow
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.
“Коли піду навіть у тіні смертній, не боятимуся зла,
бо Ти зі мною; жезл Твій і палиця Твоя – вони потішили
мене. І милість Твоя буде йти слідом за мною по всі дні
життя мого, й оселюся в домі Господнім на довгі дні”.
(Psalm 23:4 & 6)
Walter Samijlenko
Marfa Koshkalda
Olga Sholudko
Maria Solowey
Marta Moysaenko
Helen Schtscherbak
Helen Dmytrewycz

March 15, 2020
May 10, 2020
July 6, 2020
August 28, 2020
November 9, 2020
December 12, 2020
December 21, 2020
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SAINT VLADIMIR
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
5913 State Road, Parma, Ohio
2021
CHRISTMAS HOLY DAY SERVICES
Friday,

January 8th, Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Divine Liturgy ....................................................

Saturday,
Sunday,

9:00 a.m.

January 9th, Feast of St. Stephen, Archdeacon and First Martyr
Divine Liturgy ....................................................
9:00 a.m.
January 10th, Sunday after the Nativity
English Divine Liturgy ..........................................
Ukrainian Divine Liturgy …………………………………….

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 14th, Naming of Jesus Christ and the Feast of St. Basil,
Julian New Year.
Divine Liturgy …………………………………………………
9:00 a.m.
Sunday,
Monday,

Tuesday,

January 17th, Sunday before the Holy Theophany
English Divine Liturgy ........................................
Ukrainian Divine Liturgy …………………………………..
January 18th, Eve of Theophany (Strict fast day)
Great Blessing of Water ………………………………………
Great Compline ………………………………………………….

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

January 19th, Feast of Theophany, Baptism of Jesus
Bilingual Divine Liturgy and Great Blessing of Water ..........

9:00 a.m.

Blessing parishioners’ homes will TBA
Sunday,

January 24th, Sunday after the Theophany
English Divine Liturgy ................................................
Ukrainian Divine Liturgy ………………………………………….

Sunday,
January 31st
English Divine Liturgy ...........................................................
Ukrainian Divine Liturgy …………………………………………………….

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Parishioners are to please take note that
Christmas offering envelopes are included in their box of
weekly offering envelopes. Extra envelopes are
available in the church vestibule.
COME HOME FOR
CHRISTMAS!
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Special Donations made in 2020
Luba Moysaenko
Natalia Boyechko
Mr. & Mrs. Kondouch
Mr. & Mrs. Schtscherbak
Nicole Dietz
Mr. & Mrs. Sklaryk
Maria & Victor Odarczenko
Walter & Maria Koshalda
Helen Floresko
Steve & Raisa Hawal
Nick & Mary Janiw
Valnytska Family
Mr. & Mrs. Logvynuk
Mollie Alstott
Spryn Family
Richard & Larissa Reidy
Faina Sywyj
Markian & Lucy Komichak
Christina & Richard Hlabse
Maria Bohuslawsky
Serhij Nahornyj
Hans & Karen H Harasimchuk
Luda Grossman
Tamara Host
Hans & Karen H Harasimchuk
Oksana Cholach
Eric Primuth
Geof & Helen Greenleaf
Mr. & Mrs. Sklaryk
Louise Moysaenk
Luda Grossman
Kolodiy-Lazuta Funeral Home
Mykola Boyechko
Volodymyr Humenyuk
Lydia Sereda
Mariya Winslow
Yaroslav & Svitlana Kondouch
Yaroslav & Lyubov Zhuchyk
Anon
Dr. & Mrs. Leo Moysaenko
Luba Moysaenko
Dr. Ihor & Iryna Mahlay
Walter & Maria Koshkalda
Okcana Cholach
Jack & Luba Burscu
Alex & Toni Pohuliaj

In memory of
In memory of
Capital Project (Parking Lot)
In Honor of their 50th Wedding
Anniversary
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
Church Needs
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
In Honor of Childs Baptism
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
Feast Day
Feast Day
Memorium
Feast Day
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
Orphanage Fund
For Church Needs
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
In memory of
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund
Orphanage Fund

Dr. Gleb Moysaenko
Iryna

Walter Samijlenko
Walter Samijlenko
Walter Samijlenko
Marfa
Marfa Koshalda
Marfa Koshalda
Marfa Koshalda

Olga Sholudko
Olga Sholudko
Olga Sholudko
Olga Sholudko
Olga Sholudko

Dr. Farion
Sofia (sister)
Dr. Farion
Marta Moysaenko
Marta Moysaenko
Marta Moysaenko

Marta Moysaenko
Marta Moysaenko
Marta Moysaenko
Marta Moysaenko

Thank you for your gifts to St Vladimir Cathedral. If you made a special donation and it is not
reflected, we apologize, 2020 was a difficult year.
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Nativity Epistle of the Permanent Conference
of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of
Ukraine
To the God-beloved Pastors, Venerable Monastics,
and all Faithful Children of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora and in Ukraine
“Today Christ is born from a Virgin in Bethlehem, today the Eternal One is born and the Word
is incarnated: the powers of heaven rejoice, the earth and all mankind rejoice” (Festal Stykhyra)

Christ is Born!
Today the Orthodox Church again celebrates the Nativity of Christ, commemorating the advent
into the world of the Son of God. The entire Christian world glorifies and magnifies the New-born
God-child, Christ the Lord.
St. Paul calls the Nativity of Christ “A mystery of great piety: God appeared in the flesh. (I Tiim.
3:16). The mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God is the greatest and deepest mystery of the
Christian faith. The Pre-eternal God becomes man without ceasing to be God. The Holy
Evangelist John the Theologian says “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14).
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In our contemporary anxious and confused world, where terror and uncertainty reign, the quiet and
joyful angelic hymn rings out: “Glory to God in the highest, His peace is on earth, and His goodwill among men” (Lk. 2:14).
Today the entire world is anxious, just as the residents of Jerusalem were aforetime (Mt. 2:3), and
so the angelic song about peace on earth and good-will among men fills every Christian soul with
peace and hope for a better future. For today the Saviour of the world lies in a manger, He who
“does not break the bent reed and does not snuff out the smoldering flax” (Is. 42:3). “He is our
peace, Who tore down the dividing wall” (Eph. 2:14) between heaven and earth, which had been
erected by human unrighteousness.
Mankind has contemplated this Divine Infant for over two thousand years, and from Him many
derive life-giving strength which transforms their life for the better. The Holy Fathers say that
Christ came to the earth in order to raise us up to heaven, that he became man, that we might
become sons of God, that He became poor that we might be rich, and humble so that we might be
glorified.
It is a great sorrow to us all, that this year during the celebration of the Nativity holidays we
experience a great trial as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. Today our temples are affected
by particular restrictions which prevent our faithful from receiving necessary pastoral care. But
the great feast which we celebrate, the Nativity of Christ, reminds us of God’s immeasurable love
for the human person. “God so loved the World, that He gave His Only-begotton Son, that all who
beleive in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).
Out of His great love for His creation, He made this world beautiful. But people often break their
unity with God through their sinful life and bring misfortune, sickness, and evil into the
world. This pandemic, which has shaken the entire world, calls us as Christians to meditate upon
our own personal lives. God would not have permitted this pandemic to attain such world-wide
development if it were not a reminder to all the people of the earth.
It is precisely the feast of the Nativity of Christ which witnesses to the fact that God does not leave
us without His care. God not only looks after the world as a whole, but after each person
individually.
And so may the One born in Bethlehem, the Lord resting in the manger, spur each of us on to
consider why we live and what path we are following - the straight path of God, or the crooked
path of sin. Faith in God calls all of us to battle with all manner of evil and before anything else
with our own personal sin.
During these holy days of the Nativity season let us prayerfully call upon the God-child Christ our Saviour - so that He might protect all of us from this terrible sickness.
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We greet all of you with a sincere heart, dear brothers and sisters, with the great and salvific feasts
of the Nativity of Christ, the New Year, and the Holy Theophany. We especially greet our youth
and children, and all of you God-beloved Christians in the diaspora and in Ukaine.
May the coming new year be for all of us a year of spiritual growth, peace, good health, familial
good fortune, and a God-blessed year of good fortune for all people throughout the world.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
With Archpastoral Blessings,
+YURIJ, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ANTONY, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in the Diaspora
+JEREMIAH, Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America
+DANIEL, Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA and Western Europe
+ILARION, Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ANDRIY, Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

Attend Church every Sunday as a Family
and unite with Our Lord in Holy Communion.
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